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1874-1961 . 87 years

He was born in Jimei, Tong'an county in Fujian Province. He started private schooling
when he was nine. At 16, he sailed to Singapore to help out in his father's rice business.
However when he turned 30, his father fell into bankruptcy. He had to use his own
financial resources to set up his business to help clear his father's debts . Initially, he
set up a pineapple cannery and then he branched into the rubber industry. In time,
he not only repaid his father's debts but also rose to become a leader in the rubber
industry. In 1925, his net assets exceeded twelve million dollars and he employed more
than ten thousand workers.

He was keenly interested in education believing that for a country to be strong, the
people have to be strengthened first, and education was the way to do it. In Singapore,
he set up Tao Nan School, Ai Tong School, Chong Hock Girls' School, Nanyang Girls'
School, The Chinese High School and also aided English schools. In China, he set up the
Jimei School, the Xiamen University and supported many other schools there. He also
promoted the set up of the Tong Min Hospital in Tong'an. During the Great Depression
in the 1930s, his business fell into difficulties. However, he was prepared to wind up
his business but not stop setting up schools. He even requested his son-in-law Lee
Kong Chian and Tan Lark Sye who took over his business that in future one-third of
business profits should be used to promote education. In 1934, he finally wound up
his business operations.

In 1937, following the Double-Seventh Incident, he devoted himself to the anti-
Japanese National Salvation Movement, led the overseas Chinese against the Japanese
and provided leadership for the Singapore China Relief Fund Committee and Nangiao
Jigong (Volunteer Drivers and Mechanics from Nanyang). Besides his keen support
for education and the anti-Japanese National Salvation Movement, he also took the
lead in many fund-raising projects for natural disasters. When war ended, he took up
residence in China in the 1950s. He was appointed a member of the National People's
Congress. Later, he suffered a stroke and passed away in 1961. A state funeral was held
in his honour and the Chinese Academy of Sciences also named a newly discovered
planet after him. He had over a period of 67 years, set up schools and provided an
education for tens of thousands of children. A soon-to-be opened MRT station near
The Chinese High School, has been named Tan Kah Kee station, with popular support.
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1879-1944 . 65 years

He was from Jingtou, Maxiang town, Tong'an county. At age
11, he came to Singapore and followed his father in the lighter
business. He took up British nationality in 1918. Although he did
not have much formal education, he proved to be very capable and
his lighter business took off very successfully. He owned over a
hundred lighters and had over 200 employees. Later he moved into
the business of planting rubber and pineapple. He rose to become
the President of the Singapore Lighter Owners' Association. He
made donations to the Industrial and Commercial Continuation
School, The Chinese High School and set up the Chung Cheng High
School. In China, he set up two primary schools, built the Tongmei
Road, Tong'an Prison and participated in fund-raising for disaster
relief. In 1931, he, Tan Ean Kiam and others promoted the set up
of the Tung Ann District Guild. He helped to promote sports and
was President of the All-Singapore Chinese Sports Meet. Late in
life, he took up residence in Hong Kong and spent the last years
of his life there. The Lim Kim Tian Memorial Primary School, a
Buddhist school in Hong Kong, was built by his family in honour
of his memory.

His daughter, Lim Swee Poh, when interviewed for this magazine,
said that her father did not come from a rich family and it was only
when he entered the lighter business that he gradually had a better
life. She added that her father was a friendly person, who liked to
donate money for projects benefitting the people like road repairs
and placed great importance on his children's education.
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1881-1943 . 62 years

He was from Aoxi Village, Lotus township, Tong'an county. At age 18,
he left school to travel to Singapore to work for philanthropist and
businessman Tan Kah Kee's father. Later, he and his friends went into the
rig business and an import-export business in local produce. In 1912, he
also went into the rubber business. Due to fluctuations in rubber prices,
his business faced difficulties. He felt that the financial resources of an
individual Chinese businessman was limited, so he came out with the
idea of pooling capital in business dealings.

In 1932, during the world depression, he saw the need to protect the
interests of the overseas Hokkiens in the banking sector. As one of the
founders of the Oversea Chinese Bank Limited, he saw the merger of
Chinese Commercial Bank Limited, Ho Hong Bank Limited and Oversea
Chinese Bank Limited. The merger led to the formation of the Overseas
Chinese Banking Corporation. He was the new bank's first managing
director and continued to hold this post till he passed away. He built
shophouses and terrace houses in what is now known as the Ean Kiam
Place in Katong.

In the realm of community service, he promoted the set up of the Tung
Ann District Guild and was its President for the first two terms. He was
a chairman on the board of directors in many Chinese schools, including
The Chinese High School. Single-handedly, he funded the construction
of the Aoxi Primary School in China.

Besides doing business, he had a deep interest in penning essays and
poems. His grandson Tan Keng Leck said, “Grandfather was a person of
few words. He was conservative and disliked socialising. He liked to stay
at home to read books at night."
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1886-1966 « 80 years

He was from lJimei, Tong'an county, Fujian Province. In
1904, he came to Singapore to work for philanthropist
and businessmanTan Kah Kee. In 1925, he and his younger
brother, Tan Lark Sye, set up a rubber factory.

In the post-war years, he revived Tung Ann District Guild
and was its President for 18 years. In response to Tan
Kah Kee's call, he took action to set up the Tong Min
Hospital. He helped Tan Kah Kee set up the Jimei School,
Xiamen University and supported Tan Lark Sye in setting
up the Nanyang University. In 1958, he promoted the
reconstruction of the Guild's building.

His son, Tan Eng Yam, said, “Father placed great importance
on brotherly relationships; he was thrifty, low-keyed and
took an interest in planting vegetables in his spare time. He
would reprimand but not beat his children, and cultivate in
his children from young the habit of thriftiness. What he
spent to help others far exceeds what he spent on his own
children. It was difficult for his own children to get money
from him."
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1896-1972 « 76 years

He was from Jimei, Tong'an county in Fujian Province. Because he was
numbered sixth in the family, he was named Lark Sye (‘Lark’ in Hokkien
means ‘sixth’). He only had a few years of schooling and left for Singapore
at 19 to work for philanthropist and businessman Tan Kah Kee. He was
strongly influenced by the older man. In 1925, he and his elder brother
Tan Boon Khah set up a rubber exporting business which soon grew by
leaps and bounds. He was Chairman of the Rubber Trade Association of
Singapore, President of the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and President of the Hokkien Huay Kuan. He led the Hokkien Huay
Kuan in raising funds for an Education Foundation to expand the premises
of Tao Nan School, Ai Tong School, Chongfu School and to build Kong
Hwa School and Nan Chiau Girls' School. He donated to the then University
of Malaya in Singapore. In 1953, he led a fund-raising campaign to set
up the Nanyang University and setting a personal example, he donated
a sum of $5 million. His initiative received enthusiastic response from
employees, employers and business groups. Hokkien Huay Kuan donated
a piece of land (Yunnan Gardens) as the site for the proposed university.

Tan Lark Sye was generous, easy-going, straightforward in his speech. He
was able to make bold decisions and take responsibility for them. He faced
many difficulties in setting up the university and oft-heard comments
were that "Without Tan Lark Sye , there would be no Nanyang University."
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1912-2002 . 90 years

He was from Suncuo, Jimei district, Tong'an county. At age 14,
he came to Singapore to work as an apprentice. In 1932, he set
up his own company dealing in construction materials. Later
he expanded his business to include industrial machinery,
local produce, palm oil and realty.

From 1965, he was the President of Singapore's Tung
Ann  District Guild for a period of 35 years. He led the
reconstruction of the guild's building to ensure that the guild
would have rental income to cover expenses for scholarships,
bursaries and funds for needy elderly. He initiated the holding
of the World Tong'an Association General Assembly and
made the Singapore Tung Ann District Guild its Secretariat.
He worked energetically for cultural and economic interaction
and co-operation among overseas Chinese businessmen and
organizations with China.

He also held leadership positions in the Ee Hoe Hean Club,
Chinese  Swimming Club, Hokkien Huay Kuan and the
Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce. He continued to
assist Le An Primary School, started by philanthropist and
businessman Tan Kah Kee, in Tong'an and raised funds for the
building of Le An Secondary School. He set up the ‘Soon Peng
Yam Education Foundation' to help Tong'anese children.
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