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The Master said: “Can | talk about Xia ritual? Its inheritor,
the country of Qi, has not preserved sufficient evidence. Can |
talk about Yin ritual? Its inheritor, the country of Song, has not
preserved sufficient evidence. There are not enough records and
not enough wise men; otherwise, | could draw evidence from
them.” (The Analects of Confucius, Chapter 3.9, Translation and
Notes by Simon Leys, W W Norton & Company, 1997)

According to renowned historian Qian Mu, the core spirit of
the Zhou Dynasty’s feudal system was to restore failed states and
revive destroyed lineages. Thus, it established the feudal state of Qi
for the descendants of the Xia Dynasty and the feudal state of Song
for the descendants of the Yin Dynasty. However, these two states
did not keep proper historical records and lacked administrative
talents. Thus by Confucius’ time, there was insufficient information
for him to study the history of these two preceding dynasties.

Singapore marks 200 years of Raffles’ arrival in 2019. The
bicentennial commemoration also traces 700 years of Singapore



history. However, except for a few excavation sites as well as
historical anecdotes which proved that Singapore was not just a
tiny fishing village but an important regional trading port for 500
years before the British, it is difficult to narrate a full history of pre-
British Singapore due to the lack of historical records.

As Singapore marks off 700 years of history, Tung Ann District
Guild also celebrates its 88th anniversary this year. To commemorate
the occasion, this anthology was compiled by the 41st Executive
Committee on the recommendation of Committee Member Mr
Anthony Ng, who proposed a collection of the stories of early Tung
Ann immigrants to Singapore. This anthology showcases how
these ordinary folk built Singapore up from scratch and highlights

their invaluable contributions to our nation.

There are many talented and successful Tung Ann compatriots
in Singapore. Famous among them are Tan Kah Kee, Tan Lark
Sye , Tan Ean Kiam and Tan Boon Khah. Records and studies
about them are numerous. However, there have been more than a
million Tung Ann compatriots who have lived in and contributed to
Singapore since then. They are the nameless heroes who, through
their efforts, made Singapore what it is today. Their life stories, if
unrecorded, would have been lost forever. These individual stories
are part of the collective Singapore Story and should be recorded

for posterity.

This anthology focuses on the stories of our Guild’s forebears,



particularly those who had migrated from Tung Ann to Singapore.
They range from the stories of those who had been born in
Singapore before the Second World War to those who came to
Singapore only after the 1949 Communist takeover of China. Their
various struggles are part and parcel of our colourful history.

In addition to the print issues, we also intend to provide
electronic issues which will be updated with more stories as the
tapestry of our tales continues to be woven. By delving into the rich

history of Tung Ann stories, we in turn enrich the Singapore Story.

Yap Pheng Hui

Culture / Education Section Chief
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A Brief History of
The Tung Ann Guild Association

(& %44 )

Tung Ann County is a coastal region south of Hokkien Province.
Due to its location, the people of Tung Ann have traditionally been
seafarers. As early as the reign of Emperor Wanli in the Ming
Dynasty ( 1573-1620 ) ,the people of Tung Ann have been
sailing south to the Western Javanese regions of Banten, Batavia
and Bagansiapiapi to trade and farm. Later they settled in other
islands of Southeast Asia.

During the reign of Emperor Daoguang in the Qing
Dynasty (around 1820 ), the British and Dutch East Indies
Companies settled the areas around the Straits of Malacca. This
attracted more people of Tung Ann to the area. On 18th February
1821, the first Green Head junk ( F3k#% ) from Tung Ann set salil
from Ao Tou She (®3k%t ) harbour in Xiangfengli ( FIXE ) to
Singapore. Subsequently, more
and more of the Tung Ann diaspora % §
arrived in the region to participate /
in the development of the Straits
Settlements and Western Sumatra.

As these immigrants settled

down and joined various trades,
L3

they set up all sorts of associations  Green Head junk.



i)

Fil

based on their trades

or temples in their
hometowns, such as
the Hokkien Jiu Long
Tang Company ( 1@#
NEERT)in 1857,
Jie Gu Dian ( ™28k )
in 1913 and Wen He
Ge ( X#0/ ) in 1924,
In 1929, Tung Ann
compatriot Tan Ean Hiong ( FRZEZ ) , who was a senior member of

Movement of the chinese to South East Asia.

the anti-Qing Tong Meng Association ( E 2% ) arrived in Singapore
on official business, and was greeted warmly by the local Tung Ann
community. During a banquet in his honour, Chen urged them to set
up a clan association to unite the clansmen and offer mutual help. The
association would encourage the community to take part in charity
work and provide education, and to contribute to the motherland and

local society.

His passionate speech moved many compatriots. Some of them,
including Tan Ean Kiam ( fRZEHE ) , Lim Kim Tian ( M£E ) |
Chew Gee Hu (%3 ® ) , Tio Hoe Lay ( 5k#k3k ) , and Oh Sien
Guan ( $85ER ) immediately formed a preparatory committee to
set up the Tung Ann Guild Association. On 29 October 1929,
the association was formerly registered. Within 3 months, it received
S$30,000 in donations, and spent S$25,000 to purchase a three-
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# Ao sk Bl A4 £ 23 /8 75 R s AL,

storey shophouse at No. 167 Cecil Street for use as its headquarters. A
solemn ceremony was held on 31 May 1931 at the new headquarters

to officiate its establishment.

The Tung Ann Guild Association’s primary objectives are to
strengthen the bonds among compatriots, to advance the interests
of its members and to promote charity work, as well as to benefit the
Tung Ann region from which the diaspora originated, and to assist in
the building of Singapore. More than 300 members were registered
on the day of establishment. 24 senior compatriots were elected as

the Executive Council Members. They were:

Tan Ean Kiam BREZEGk Lim Kim Tian # < B
Tio Hoe Lay sk#k3k Ong Keng Do E40])
Chew Gee Hu ZIEH Oh Sien Guan A&
Teo Yee Seng K4/ Ngan Say Hong &t 3

e



Tee Loh Seng *BI&4E Teo Boon Lew 35 3Tk
Tan Boon Khak P& 3L Yap Yee Jean M-8 71

Ang Kia Oh 5554 Ang Zi Hui 3t¥8%

Ngo Siao Lao R/ Kua Hong Jiam #7584
Teo Ho Song 5k#058 Ong Zi Bin EF3#

Soh Siak Kee 7zt H Loh Chiew Thing /S #k=
Zong Kiong Thai [E#%%= Ng Kim Tong &&=

Lee Chun Po =& Chua Ngee Kheng £ {3 ]

After taking office, the
Councilgottoworkimmediately.
Besides mediating disputes
between members, providing
medical aid, and donating to
schools, it also set up a Sports

division to encourage younger .
members to strengthen both  1966% &4 &3

body and spirit, as well as help new arrivals settle down. The
Association also sponsored the establishment of the Federation
of Overseas Chinese Clan Associations ( Fi¥ 2FSERS 2% )

to rally and unite the other dialect groups.

The Association provided significant financial aid for its war-torn
home region through small donations by members. The money was
given to the Tung Ann County government to fund school building,
road construction and the local militia. When Tung Ann County was

is] 3
; {
ie
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occupied by the invading Japanese Army, the Association responded
to the call by the China Relief Fund ( ¥t @ FEREEER &
£ ) to provide regular donations until the invading Japanese Army
conquered Singapore in 1942,

After the Second World War, the economy was in a state of ruin.
Many compatriots were at a loss, their lives disrupted. Fortunately,
the Association’s property had survived the war. The Association’s
Council wasted no time in helping the community get back on
its feet. Its main priorities were to provide medical and funeral
assistance, donating to schools, and alleviating unemployment and
poverty. In 1953, responding
to the call by compatriot
Tan Lark Sye ( fFRAfE ),
the Association mobilised
members to donate to the
establishment of Nanyang

University ( now  Nanyang

Technological University ) .
The Association also donated
towards the establishment
of Tong Min Hospital ( EE
R ) in its home region of
Tung Ann, which provides free

medical care to the people

of Tung Ann. It also provided  Tong Min Hospital.



financial assistance to the
other Tung Ann communities
in Southeast Asia, enabling
them to set up their own
local clan associations.

Following Singapore’s
independence in 1965, the
area where the headquarters
was located became the
new financial district. The old
headquarters was too small
to cater to the increasing
number of members. The 2.0
Executive Committee and M &FALLAAAL,

General Assembly decided to rebuild the headquarters. The decision

was welcomed by the Tung Ann communities both in Singapore and
Malaysia. More than a million dollars was collected in donations,
with each member contributing as much as they could. The then
Vice President of the Association, Yap Yee Jean ( It/]4%1 ) sold
neighbouring No. 169 Cecil Street, which he owned, to the Association
at cost price. The Association also purchased another adjacent
plot of land, No.165 Cecil Street, in order to expand the available
space for the headquarters. Finally, in 1984, the new 11-storey Clan
Association Building was completed. On 11 November that year,

the inauguration ceremony for the building was held in conjunction

d
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ERARAH1984F11A11 045,

with the celebrations for the 53rd anniversary of the Association’s
founding.

The new building ushered in a new age. As the world economy
grew, Tung Ann communities in Southeast Asia enjoyed a growing
prosperity. In Singapore, the Association’s role shifted from providing
material help to satisfying cultural needs. It invited many foreign and
local scholars to hold talks about arts and culture, strengthening bonds
between organisations in its hometown with its foreign diaspora.

The Association also continues to attend to the welfare of its
members. It provides annual subsistence to its poorest members,
awards bursaries to members’ children, and organises annual
Chinese New Year, Mid-Autumn Festival, and Hungry Ghost
Festival celebrations. It also organises many activities such as
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karaoke  sessions, dance
classes, wine and coffee tasting
workshops, movie seminars, and
bowling matches. For its younger
members, it organises outdoor
activities such as high elements

and canoeing.

The Association conducts
many international activities, such
as sending its younger members
to Tung Ann to volunteer as English
teachers, and sending delegations
to visit Tung Ann clan associations
in  Malaysia, Indonesia, the

Philippines and Australia.

In 1991,
launched the World Tung Ann
Federation ( tt REZEKIES )
its 60th
anniversary. It was appointed

the Association

in  conjunction  with

Secretariat for the
1994, the first

Permanent
Federation. In

The Association celebrating Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day, Dragon Boat Festival.
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The Association provides annual
subsistence to its poorest members,
awards bursaries to members’ children
and Mid-Autumn Festival celebrations.

The Association organises Annual
Chinese New Year.

meeting of the Federation was held in Singapore and attended by

more than a thousand Tung Ann compatriots worldwide.
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Tung Ann Guild Association started out as a physical incarnation
of the intangible, yet strong, bonds between countrymen. Through
the years, it has stood by its members through thick and thin, and
has stayed true to its founding mission. As it celebrates its 88th
anniversary in 2019, it will strive to continue its work in promoting
Tung Ann culture and Chinese education in Singapore, as well as
supporting charitable work and new immigrants. It has strengthened
its Youth and Womens’ Wings to lay the foundation for future growth,
and continues to receive invaluable support from its members as the
years go by. Though challenges no doubt lie ahead, the Association
will navigate a path through the obstacles that lie in its way. It will,
as its founding members did so many years ago, cast off from the

present and set sail into the future.

Translated by Yap Pheng Hui
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A Brief History of Tong An
(@ %, Tung Ann)

The name Tung Ann has a long history. The earliest record was
in 282 AD, after Emperor Jinwudi ( &R ) reunified the Three
Kingdoms. He set up Jin'an County ( &F<%&f ) including most
parts of eastern Hokkien ( [#7R ) , western Hokkien ( &% ) and
southern Hokkien ( [ ) . Three years later he divided Jin’an
County and set up separate administrative districts. The area
then was undeveloped coastal lands, culturally backward and
lacking social order. Thus, when naming the new districts, the
character An ( %, meaning peace ) was chosen. The ancient
name of that district was Da Tong ( X[E ), with a mountain
named Mei Shan ( #gLl ) , which was also called Tong Shan ( [E
Ll ) in earlier days. So the characters Tong ( [&@ ) and An ( % ) were
combined to become Tong An ( @< ) . But Tong An County was
abolished in 307 AD.

During the Tang Dynasty in 803 AD, four villages under the
jurisdiction of Nan An County ( B8 ) were grouped under an
administrative unit as Da Tong Chang ( X[E1% ) . Not until 933
AD was Da Tong Chang renamed Tong An County again, under
the jurisdiction of Quan Zhou Prefecture ( RMAF ) . This is the
common identification of overseas Tong An diaspora, who identify
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their homeland as Tong An County of Quan Zhou Prefecture, with a
recorded history of 2100 years.

The Geography of Tong An County

The areas under the jurisdiction of Tong An County is such:
towards the east for 40 li ( 2, about a third of an English mile )
reaching Nan An County’s Xiaoyinling ( /N&I% ) , towards the west
for 75 li reaching Longxi ( Z:&& ) County’s Fuziing ( 3XF1& ) ,
towards the south for 80 li reaching the sea at Huangniuxia ( &4
I ) , towards the north for 55 li reaching An Xi ( %% & ) County’s
Guiyangling ( B¥1% ) , towards the southeast for 45 |i reaching Nan
An (m& & ) County’s Ouling ( BXi% ) , towards the southwest for
75 li reaching Longxi ( #:%£& ) County’s Chongnontou ( J %
3L ), towards the northeast for 40 li reaching Nan An County’s
Jiuxijiuyi ( 7L3Z B ) , towards the northwest for 50 li reaching
Chang Tai ( ¥ZF & ) County’s Zhuyincun ( #Fa4f ) . The east
west distance covers about 115 li, north south distance covers
about 135 li, which would include today’s Tong An District ( [&%
[X ), Xiang An District ( #1%X ), Hai Cang District ( /88X ZR
%), Ji Mei District (£%X ), Xiamen Island (E[75, Amoy ) ,
Jin Men County ( <[7J& ) and Long Hai City’s Jiao Wei Town ( /&
FRE ) . From the Five Dynasties ( FfX ) period till the Qing Dynasty

(5580 ) , this administrative geography remained the same. Many Tong
An people migrated overseas inthe Ming ( B8%8 ) and Qing ( ’5&%F )
era, and all of them identified this area as their ancestral land.



The Other Names of Tong An

In 1145 AD during
the Song Dynasty (R
&4 ), Tong An County has
developed into a sizable

urban area. To protect the
population  from  hostile
invaders, then  County
Magistrate Wang Shi ( £
i ) started the building of
city walls at the foothill of Da " J -y
Lun Shan ( K%L ) . Since %z, 16128 &A% %,
it is elongated from east to west, and narrow at the north and south,

which resembles the shape of a traditional Chinese silver ingot ( &
$E ) , the city is also called Yin Tong ( $R[E ) , or Tong Vi ( B & )
and YinYi ( 22 ) , meaning the Silver City.

The City has another name Tong Yu Cheng ( 4@ 1, Bronze Fish
City ) , because at the city’s south there is the Dong Xi Stream ( 7R
% ) . Under the stream lies three stones with the shape of a fish. Due
to old age the stones are bronze in colour. Therefore Tong An County
is also called Yin Cheng ( $R3#, Silver City ) or Tong Yu Cheng ( G
&, Bronze Fish City ) . Many Tong An old sayings played on the
words silver and bronze, such as“No silver without the gold” ( £ &
T RLER, gold refers to Jinmen <[ Jisland, which is considered part of
Tong An ) .




First Commander Xu, Then Tong An

In 113 BC during the Han Dynasty, Tong An was not yet a
part of the empire and was populated by the Min and Yue ( [##% )
people. When they rebelled against the Han Court, Commander Xu
Ying (1% ) was tasked to restore order. His troops departed from Xu
Zhou (¥ ) and encamped at Ying Cheng ( &3 ) , present
day Xiaoximen ( /\F&[7] ) in Tong An. When order was restored,
the Han Court renamed the land as Shang Zhu Guo ( E#E ) .
Commander Xu was ordered by the emperor to stationed at the

land forever, and was promoted as “Commander of the Min land”
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(EBEE ) . He brought his family and clansmen to this new land
and with his troops started a new community both as farmers and
soldiers. Besides defending the southern boarder of the Han empire,
he introduced advanced agricultural technique and metallurgy from
the middle land ( 9J& ) which improved the living standards of this
barbaric land. Xu Ying is thus seen as the first person to bring
along civilisation into Tong An. There is a saying in Tong An “First
Commander Xu, Then Tong An” ( XBE %, £BIEFE ), which
refers to this history.

The Holo Tongue ( ¥ %4 ) of Tong An

Commander Xu Ying’s homeland of Xu Zhou is situated along
the Yellow River ( %39 ) and Luo River ( 7&7K ) , which is considered
the middle land, the birthplace of ancient Chinese civilisation, their
language, the Holo Tongue ( 717&1& ) , is thus considered the original
Chinese language. Commander Xu and his clansmen brought this
ancient tongue into the Hokkien area where Tong Anis, and it became
the foundation of the Tong
An dialect. This is another
reason why he is viewed as T e -
the first person to introduce

civilisation into Tong An.

When the middle land S
was invaded by the northern
barbarians in 308 AD during  T#XiC,

37



38

the Jin Dynasty ( %8 ) , eight major clans from the middle land
migrated into the Hokkien area, which brought along more advanced
civilisation into the region. They intermarried with the locals and
gradually developed into modern day Tong An dialect, whereas this
ancient language was lost in the middle land.

From Tong An County ( 8% £ ) to
Amoy Special Administration (AN HE)

1911 AD when the Republic of China overthrew the Qing Dynasty;,
Tong An also undergoes great changes. In 1912, Jihaheli ( K2 ) ,
which is Amoy Island ( E[715 ) plus Jin Men Island ( €[5 ) and
its surrounding islands Da Deng ( Xl ) and Xiao Deng ( /J\IE )
were grouped into the new Si Ming County ( 2BFE ) . In 1915,
Jin Men plus Da Deng and Xiao Deng islands were grouped into Jin
Men County ( €[7& ) . In 1933, Si Ming County was redesignated
as Amoy City (/B[ ) , and in 1953 Ji Mei Xiang ( £ % ) was
given jurisdiction to Amoy City. In May 1st 1997, Tong An County
was officially dissolved and the original region was renamed Tong
An District, ending its 1715 years of rich cultural history. In 2003,
Tong An District was again divided into Tong An District and Xiang
An District ( #1%[X ) . However, the spirit of Tong An continued in
the form of the Amoy special administration ( B[ JH4X ) , and
remained with the vast diaspora.

Translated by Yap Pheng Hui
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